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BA/BSc 

These are types of undergraduate degrees. BA stands for 'Bachelor of Arts' and

include courses such as English, Art, and Geography. BSc stands for 'Bachelor of

Science' and include courses such as Biological Sciences, Mathematics and

Computer Sciences.

 

BURSARY

Money given by the university to a group of students (e.g. Students with household

income below a certain level) to help with their costs of living. Bursary criteria and

the amount given vary from insitution to institution.

ADJUSTMENT 

A UCAS service for students who have achieved higher grades than they may of

expected. If you have surpassed the grades required for your firm offer you may

want to apply for another course you prefer with higher grade requirements you

may not have previously considered.

 

ADMISSIONS

The application process students undertake to study a higher education

qualification.

 

ADMISSIONS TUTORS

Work at higher education institutions and manage the admissions process each

year. This involves not only processing applications but also answering any

questions students may have while applying.

 

APPLICANT

This is you! If you are applying to study at university then you are a current

applicant.

 



CAMPUS UNIVERSITY

The term used for a university with all its facilities situated on one site. Typically

the student accommodation, teaching and research facilities, and university bars

and clubs will all be situated together.

 

CATERED ACCOMMODATION

This is university housing where food is included in the cost of accommodation.

Students have most of their meals provided for them by catering staff in the

universities' cafes and restaurants.

 

CertHE

CertHE stands for Certificate of Higher Education. This is a one year higher

education course equivalent to the first year of a Bachelors Degree or a Higher

National Certificate.

 

CLEARING

This is a UCAS service students can access from results day to look for university

courses that still have places available. This could be because they didn't meet

the grade requirements, receive any offers or changed thier mind about

where/what they want to study.

 

CONDITIONAL OFFER

This is an offer from a university to study with them provided you meet certain

conditions; most often these are grade requirements.

 

CORE MODULE

These modules are compulsory for all students studying that course.

 

CREDIT

Each module you are able to take at university is worth a certain number of

credits. Most universities will require you to earn 120 credits a year for you to pass

onto the next level of study.

 



DEFERRED ENTRY

If you want to take a gap year to travel, work or take a break from education you

can delay your place and start university the following year.

 

DEGREE

These are three year qualifications undertaken after college or sixth-form at a

higher education institution. Undergraduate degrees tend to be more research

based than CertHEs and DipHEs.

 

DipHE

DipHE stands for Diploma of Higher Education. It is a two year course, equivalent

to the first two years of a Bachelor Degrees or a Higher National Diploma. 

 

DISTANCE LEARNING 

A way of learning remotely without being in regular face-to-face contact with

a teacher in the classroom. This may be because a student is on work experience

elsewhere or because the entire course is an online course.

 

DISABLED STUDENTS ALLOWANCE 

Often abbreviated to DSA, this allowance can be used to pay for extra costs a

student might have as a direct result of their disability, including a long-term

health condition, mental-health condition or specific learning difficulty, such as

dyslexia or dyspraxia. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ENTRY CRITERIA

These are set by each course provider as the requirements needed to study that

course at your chosen institution. The requirements could be getting particular

grades, providing a portfolio of work or carrying out a certain amount of work

experience. 



EXPERIENCE DAY 

Can also be referred to as 'Applicant Day' or 'Insight Day'. This day is an

opportunity to see what it is like to study at that university. These are different to

open days as only students who have received an offer to study at that university

will be invited.

 

EXTENUATING CIRCUMSTANCES

May also be referred to as 'mitigating circumstances'. Admissions teams

understand that there might be factors in your life that affect your exams or

application such as illness or bereavement. Students who want their university to

take these factors into account when looking at their application can apply for

extenuating circumstances. 

FIRM CHOICE 

Once you have received all your offers you must decide to accept one as your first

choice and one as your second. Your firm choice is the university offer you accept

as your first choice.

 

FOUNDATION DEGREE

An entry level course that prepares you to study a degree after. This could be

because you’re unsure about taking a full degree, haven’t got the right

experience or don't have the minimum grade required.

 

FRESHERS WEEK

The first week at university. Universities will run numerous fun activities and

social events designed to welcome you, get you settled in and meeting new

people.

 



HALLS OF RESIDENCE 

The accommodation provided by universities. Most universities will offer a

number of different types of rooms varying in price depending on whether they

have a double or single bed and a private or shared bathroom.

 

HARDSHIP FUND

These are funds, separate to bursaries and scholarships, that support students

who fall into financial difficulties.

 

HIGHER EDUCATION

The level of education available to you after college or sixth-form. This includes

undergraduate courses such as degrees and diplomas of higher education and

postgraduate courses such as masters or PhDs you can move onto after

graduating.

INSURANCE CHOICE

Your insurance choice is the university offer you accept as your second choice. It

tends to have lower grade requirements in case you don't meet the requirements

of your first choice.

 

INTEGRATED MASTERS

This is a four year degree programme that combines an undergraduate bachelors

degree and a postgraduate masters degree. 

 

INTERVIEW

Some universities will require you to attend an interview before they give you an

offer. This may just be a face to face interview or also involve you bringing

examples of your work or sitting an examination/ demonstrating a skill. 



PERSONAL STATEMENT

This is an important part of your university application. It is a short essay

applicants write to inform admissions officers why they are applying and why

they would be a great addition to not just their chosen course but the wider

university community.

 

PLACEMENT

These are extended periods of work experience undertaken by university

students during their degree. These can be optional or compulsory depending on

your course. They can vary in duration from a week, to a semester, to a whole

year.

LECTURE 

These are predominantly students taking notes from a presentation that the

teacher is working through. They tend to have a high number of students in a big

room, theatre or hall, therefore they are less interactive.

MODULES

University courses are made up of modules. Each module will cover different

topics but they all come together to provide a detailed overview of the subject

you have chosen to study. Some modules will be compulsory while others you

will be able to pick and choose from. 



PORTFOLIO 

A compilation of your work done at school or at home demonstrating your skills

to admissions officers, giving them a better insight into your experience and

personality. Portfolios are most often required when applying to creative courses

such as Fine Art, Music and Architecture.

 

PRACTICAL 

This is a 'hands-on' class allowing you apply the theories you are learning on your

course in real-life situations. These are common in science classes but are also

utilised in creative classes like Art and Design.

SCHOLARSHIPS

An amount of money usually given to students based on academic or extra-

curricular achievement. This could be as a payment directly to you or put

towards your tuition fees.

 

SEMESTER

Semesters split up the academic year. Most universities have two semesters; an

autumn semester and spring semester, with 14-16 week teaching period within

each. 

 

SEMINARS

These are for small groups of students studying the same module. Students,

facilitated by a staff member, use these sessions to talk in detail about the

module content.

 

STUDENT LOAN 

A type of loan specifically for students to help pay for higher education. UK

students can apply for two types of student loan. A tuition loan, which pays for

your tuition fees and a maintenance loan, which is used to help students with

their living costs.

 



TUITION FEES

This is the cost of attending university each year. It can be paid outright or via a

tuition fee loan.

 

TUTORIALS

These are similar to seminars but are much more informal and chatty. The group

comprises of students on the same course but they could be taking different

modules. The topics covered tend to be more practical. Such as essay skills,

help with reading and building academic skills.

 

UCAS

The Universities & Colleges Admissions Service is an organisation that provides

advice to students about their post-16 options and operates the application

process for UK universities. 

 

UNCONDITIONAL OFFER 

This means you have a place on the course without any conditions.

 

UNDERGRADUATE

A student who is studying for a bachelors degree, a diploma of higher education

or a certificate of higher education. 

STUDENTS UNION

These are independent organisations made up of elected students and support

staff that represent student's interests in important issues. They are also involved

in organising social events and helping set up and support clubs and societies.
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